Ghost Rider by Rush – Stanza Analysis



Ghost Rider- by rush is about the drummer Neil Peart, and his story of dealing with grief after the death of his daughter and hid wife.  Neil rode his motorcycle all over Canada, the US and Mexico.  He had no restrictions.  Later him and his band Rush decided to write this song – Ghost Rider.  It’s all about the ride and the struggle that Neil went through.  




STANZA #1 – This is the beginning of Neil’s Journey.  When he says “Pack up all those phantoms/ shoulder that invisible load…” they’re talking about taking all the pain and sorrow that he felt and taking it with him.  Just keep riding, feel the road, and just ride.  

STANZA #2 – When they say “from the desert to the mountain/ from the lowest low to the highest high” they’re going on about how far he travelled.  He went through mountains and parries, wind and rain.   How the journey wasn’t always easy.  

STANZA #3 – In the beginning of this stanza it is talking again about the distance that he travelled.  “Show me beauty but there is no peace” is a metaphor saying that you can show him beauty and happiness but he doesn’t believe it.  There is no peace.  

 
STANZA #4&5 – In his stanza they’re talking about how he’s seeing the world.  He’s seeing it as bad things in the past and bad thing in the futures.  Shadows refer to all the bad in life and the road is simply life.  

            STANZA #6 – “Sunrise in the mirror/ lightens the invisible load” means that slowly he’s starting to see the good in life.  “Riding on a nameless quest” is that he doesn’t really know why or where he’s riding.  

STANZA #7 – He is calling himself escape artist, in the way that he just left the world behind him.  He up and left on this journey.  “A wandering hermit/ racing toward the light” is talking about him wandering waiting to feel something again, and to see the good, the light.  


STANZA #8 – This is talking about all the places he has been.  


STANZA #9 – this is the final stanza so it is wrapping up the song.  It talks about how there’s nothing to stop him anymore, he can go on and live his life.  That everything will be ok.  It’s like he’s reaching the light at the end of the tunnel.  
